Become a Host Family for an International Student!

Lisa, Philipp (Germany), Cornelia (Sweden), and Fani (Indonesia) celebrating their host sister Ruby’s graduation!

West Sound Academy is ‘A big world in a small school.’
International students bring the world into your child’s classroom. Whether it is as lab
partners, club members, or possibly exchanging ideas about the world in our IB Theory
of Knowledge class, they expose our children to new perspectives and encourage
open-mindedness. The truth is, we are all better for having these international kids in our
lives and in our school.
My family has hosted 7 students over the years and it has been so rewarding for us.
Obviously, we love it! Our kids have come from all over the world. This has brought so
much joy and many new traditions to our family. Other WSA families have also enjoyed
hosting international students:
Bringing an international student into your home allows you to re-discover your own
local community with fresh eyes and understanding. As you take them around to
explore, they will often share what they see and compare places and people back
home. It can often be humbling, fun, upsetting and a lovely experience all at once. The
hardest part is letting them go home. - Julie & Jeff Johnson (Momoka and Shiyi)

We need your help in order to continue being ‘a big world in a small school.’ Please
consider hosting a student from across the globe!
What is expected of the host family?
The most important thing required of host families is an open mind and a willing heart!
The host family provides room and board for the student that includes a dedicated
bedroom with a dresser and homework desk; rooms can be shared by up to two
students of the same gender. The obligation is for one year as most are coming for a
one year cultural exchange program. The Gsellman international students have always
shared a room with one of my kids. Your international student will come with the typical
teenager’s transportation needs to and from school. The student takes care of his/her
extra expenses such as dinner out or events with the family, as well as school fees. I will
meet with the family and the student at the start to go over house rules and will also
check in to be sure everything is going smoothly. I’m here to support you every step of
the way.
What is next?
Please contact me if you are interested in hosting a student next year. I can send you a
host family application and walk you through the process easily. The international
students interested in WSA have written introduction letters that I can share with you so
we can find a good match for your family. Is there part of the world you’d like to learn
more about? Perhaps a country that holds a special place in your heart? I can also
contact the organization that we work with and let them know so we look at specific
applications. Email me at: lgsellman@westsoundacdemy.org or call at 360-598- 5954.

I love what it has meant for my family. I’ve seen each of my students again after their
time with us and have invitations to stay all over the world now. I’m in touch with them
frequently and Ruby is even learning Korean now frThank you for considering this!

Warmly,

Lisa Gsellman
Director of Admissions
West Sound Academy

