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8th Language and Literature

Course Philosophy:
The stories we interact with have the ability to expand our understanding, and appreciation of other people, places,
and cultures; they also provide us the opportunity to share our own experiences, knowledge and point of view with
others. During this course we will examine how diverse people have used different text forms to communicate their
point of view, and attempted to influence others with those texts. Students will continue growing their familiarity
with the IB process, and further hone their reading and writing skills in order to better creatively communicate their
own experiences and ideas to others.

What do you need to know about this course?
The nature of this course is one of cumulative learning. We will be building on the understandings and discussions
of each class, and using the notes we take during class time and while reading text in order to develop creative,
articulate expressions of those understandings at the end of each unit.
Because of this structure, not completing an assignment on time can cause difficulties. I understand, however, that
we all have unique challenges and demands on our time, as well as unforeseen circumstances that might conflict
with the timely completion of school work.
My goal is not to punish students for challenges that arise, but to encourage them in recognizing these deadlines,
not as arbitrary demands, but rather as a negotiation between the educational needs of our students, their families,
our teachers, and our educational goals.

Forrest Kenworthy
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8th Individuals and Societies

Course Philosophy:
MYP individuals and societies encourages learners to respect and understand the world around them and
equips them with the necessary skills to inquire into historical, contemporary, geographical, political, social,
economic, religious, technological and cultural factors that have an impact on individuals, societies and
environments. It encourages learners, both students and teachers, to consider local and global contexts. In this
class that involves examining North American History; Pre-Colonial through the creation of the constitution, and
how that history impacts our current society and country.

What do you need to know about this course?
The goal of this course is to develop students' understandings of Pre-Columbian and Early North American History
through the examination of primary and secondary sources, as well as frank discussions about our nation's
collective past. We will be practicing skills in close reading, summarizing texts, and comparing different texts with
each other. All of these skills will be put together to create academic writing that is logical, creative, and engaging.
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Art Appreciation

Course Philosophy:
Artistic expression is a fundamental aspect of the human experience. Throughout history we have expressed our
hopes, fears, our cultural and religious belonging, and a myriad of other esoteric concepts through the creation of
art; resulting in a vast tapestry of intertextual artistic conversations. In this course students will begin to develop
an awareness of some of the earliest found forms of artistic expression, and work their way forward in time
through various cultural representations of art. They will have the opportunity to play with basic art skills as we
experiment with those various types of art. Students will be encouraged to think creatively and critically about the
art they encounter as well as what they create, using that creativity and critical thinking to respond to art in both
written and visual mediums.

What do you need to know about this course?
This class is less about art skills and more about experiencing art and developing a way to critique it. Expectations
are that students will engage with the art we examine in class and participate in playing with the forms, content,
and major attributes that make each of the movements unique. There will be a minimum of homework
assignments, and students will be given ample time in class to complete the assigned work. The late work policy
for this class is necessarily more flexible than in other classes as I do not want students to feel they have to finish a
particular piece of art at a particular time if there is more they want to add to it. This does not mean that they can
not turn in anything however, but they do have the flexibility to do whatever work is required for them to be
satisfied with a particular piece.
We started with Prehistoric Art and have been moving forward in time getting to Roman Art this week. The rest of
the semester will be developing a criteria for evaluating art, and then looking at Pre-Columbian, African,
Renaissance, and Baroque art. We will be finishing the semester with a project that will combine the students
understandings about one or more of these arts with their ideas about art criticism in a final presentation piece.
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Integrated Experimental Science (I.E.S.)

Course Philosophy:
The ﬂow of ideas: My passion is the crea/on of organizing themes and the weaving of many and varied ac/vi/es to
teach those themes. The guiding themes give direc/on and meaning to the curriculum. The wide-ranging ac/vi/es
address the needs of a diversity of students and deepen students’ understanding.
Both process and content: Our world needs thinkers who understand the provisional nature of scien/ﬁc knowledge and
the razor-sharp power of scien/ﬁc inquiry. Since inquiry is at the heart of science, then inquiry needs to be at the heart
of science educa/on. Every unit includes free-form explora/on, more formal observa/on, then ques/oning, predic/ng,
experimen/ng and, ﬁnally, interpre/ng results. I supply the raw materials to get the thinking started: perhaps a jar of
barnacles in seawater, seeds and soils, or a variety of crystals. Then I provide tools: rulers, /mers, thermometers,
containers, probes. As I play the role of facilitator, the students are the scien/sts. Then I put words and formal content
with the students’ experiences. They learn the vocabulary scien/sts use to describe marine life, soil chemistry, mineral
structures, and other concepts. They prac/ce formal ways to interpret data. They study what scien/sts know and they
learn about the new fron/ers researchers are exploring.

What do you need to know about this course?
Contac5ng me and ge8ng help WSA staﬀ check email regularly from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm Monday through Friday. In
general, I try to assign homework early in the week due early the next week, so check for any ques/ons you might have
on the current week’s assignment before heading into the weekend. Contact me in person or by email if you would like
to meet. I’m available before school, during my planning periods, during some Advisory classes, and some/mes aQer
school.
Late work: In order to encourage students to stay current with their course work so they are engaged with the current
curriculum, I deduct 10% on late submissions. All students deserve special treatment when it is needed, so do not
hesitate to contact me if you are having trouble comple/ng work on /me.
Resources: This course does not use a textbook. Instead, bring a notebook or folders to class so you can keep class
papers together. We will do a wide variety of ac/vi/es and so will use calculators, rulers, coloring tools, glue s/cks,
scissors. We also will use laptops for internet research, simula/ons, and work in the school’s various Google tools.
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Introduction to Spanish
Course Philosophy:
West Sound Academy is a globally minded school centered on the creation and communication of knowledge and
ideas across geographical, cultural and linguistic borders. It is my hope as their Spanish teacher to foster an
environment of curiosity, courage and compassion so that each student may find a personal connection to the
material being studied. There is a popular Czech proverb that says, “You live a new life for every new language you
speak. If you know only one language, you live only once.” As an educator I am committed to opening the doorway
to self-discovery and aim to ignite a lifelong passion for learning through the study of a language that perhaps is
not our first language. In the unfolding view of what we see, think and feel when we hear and speak with certain
words, may we gain more sensitivity and awareness of how our words shape our worlds.

What do you need to know about this course?
Language acquisition happens in the same way as we learn the language that we are speaking now. It is important
to immerse oneself completely in the target language and to maintain interaction with that language. This can be
done in numerous ways; from watching videos, to listening to music, to reading and finally to speaking. Think
about how a baby learns to speak, they spend hundreds of hours listening to sounds before they even begin to
mimic a sound that they have heard. A baby will observe everything around it before attempting to communicate
with sound or body language, like pointing. A beginning student may be able to talk in lists, while a more advanced
student can tell you what they did yesterday. A beginning student may be able to read a page in Spanish slowly,
with help with pronunciation and an advanced student may be able to read that same page more quickly, with
fewer pauses for comprehension and less help with pronunciation. A helpful way to interact with a language
student is to practice flashcards together, or to ask them to tell you about their day in Spanish. They will see that
you also have to listen very carefully to find meaning through body language, charades, cognates or any clues that
may be given while telling the story. They will note if you tuned out because you didn’t understand or if you
developed any other methods of understanding like asking them to write a word down or to show you a picture of
what they were trying to say. When a student feels stuck, remind them of how they learn new words in English.
Remind them that language is a practice and what we use we remember. Choose a favorite song to listen to in the
car, practice saying different foods while making dinner together, read children’s picture books in Spanish, and/or
have a movie night with or without subtitles. Show your language learner how excited you are that they are
learning another language. When we are focused on what we know instead of everything we have yet to learn, the
information becomes manageable, curious and/or exciting.
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Mathematics Grades 8-12

Course Philosophy
I believe that the primary purpose of secondary mathematics is to train students to be problem solvers. Their ability to
make sense of complex problems and solve them will be a skill they will use throughout life, regardless of college or
career path. My mathematics classroom is designed to be a thinking classroom based on the research of Dr. Peter
Liljedahl at Simon Fraser University. Every day, we develop the competencies of perseverance, risk-taking,
communication, and collaboration.
In a thinking classroom, the lesson begins with a complex task. Students collaborate in random groups of two or three
to make sense of problems that are a little bit beyond their current knowledge or skill. Instead of giving answers, I ask
questions designed to keep the students thinking. As they discover patterns, algorithms, and equations, I encourage
them to share their discoveries throughout the classroom. After the students have constructed the knowledge needed
to solve the tasks, I provide the formal mathematics vocabulary and notation. Then students take individualized notes
to consolidate their learning and check their understanding outside of class. When students construct the knowledge
themselves, their learning is deeper, longer-lasting, and more meaningful.

What do you need to know about this course?
At WSA, the mathematics classes are designed to have students do most of their challenging work in class where I can
provide support. The work that students are asked to do at home is review, practice, or reflection on what was done in
class. It should not be new, unfamiliar, or extremely challenging. If your student is struggling with a math assignment at
home, they should stop and email me so that I can provide more support in the classroom.
Algebra 1 (8th grade) homework will mostly consist of skills practice on IXL. Students should aim for a SmartScore of 70
or just do their best for 30 minutes. They should not be spending more than 30 minutes per day on IXL at home. In
class, we will also be doing long-term projects that require deeper thinking and writing or reflecting.
Integrated Math (9th/10th grades) is a project-based class where students use class time to collaborate on their choice of
projects. Their homework will consist of practice and review on IXL as well as creating reports or slideshows to present
their work. The problem-solving process should be taking place in the classroom, but reflecting on their work might take
place at home.
IB Mathematics (11th/12th grades) will use Kognity in addition to IXL to check for understanding. There will be weekly
problem sets with review questions that students will be expected to do as homework. In class, students will
collaborate to solve a challenge problem in each unit. They may need to write up their solutions at home, but most of
the problem-solving should take place in class.
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Visual Arts Elective
Course Philosophy:
Engaging in Visual Arts at West Sound means that students come to class open to learning new skills as artists
and looking for opportunities to creatively express their ideas and intentions.
In this elective class, we learn more about the exploration of art. Students are given the opportunity to explore
specific artworks while continuing to develop skills and experiencing new media options. When students are
given the time and space to create freely, they become more resilient in taking risks and creatively boldly with
their artwork. This class is about process & reflection first, and then we celebrate the product.
Ending a piece of artwork is a time of showcasing and reflection. What do I love about my work? What do I
wish I had focused on more? What do I want to remember to apply to future artworks? In this reflection
process, we grow in confidence as artists.

What do you need to know about this course?
●

Engagement in the process of making art is the key to success in this course. We focus on the process and
not the product.

●

You will always have a certain amount of time for each artwork, and everyone works at their own pace.

●

Every artwork process will have a self-evaluation Rubric that you will turn in with your finished piece.

●

Not everyone is a naturally gifted artist, but everyone can grow and learn in the skill of creating art and
being proud of what they have learned.
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6th through 12th Grade Music

Course Philosophy:
The music program at West Sound Academy is designed to encourage all of the WSA students to explore their
creativity and passion for playing music. The class provides a space for them to collaborate with their peers in an
environment that truly celebrates their personal and shared interests in music. This primarily student driven approach
to music education has successfully allowed our students to build a culture of inclusivity and shared joy within our
community. There is nothing more rewarding for me as a teacher than to see my students take ownership of their
learning and for them to realize their full potential from a place of individual authenticity and inspiration.

What do you need to know about this course?
Class activities include:
●
●
●
●
●

Playing music as an ensemble that will ultimately culminate in a class performance.
Studying the art of recording audio as well as creating original electronic based music using a shared digital audio
workstation called Soundtrap.
Individual study on the instrument(s) of their choosing.
Learning about music theory in ways that are relevant to their interests and the music they are currently
learning.
Exploring various genres of music in the interest of broadening our collective understanding of music history as
well as how music and culture are celebrated around the world.

The instruments available to the students in class (primarily) are keyboard, piano, guitar, bass, ukulele, mandolin and
drums/percussion. These are the instruments that I can teach the students how to play, or guide them through
further study if they already have an intermediate to advanced understanding of the instrument. If a student already
plays another instrument that is not on that list, for example: trumpet or violin, and the student is receiving outside
instruction on that instrument then they are still encouraged to play these instruments in the class ensemble. In this
case, they will need to provide their own instruments. Students are encouraged to bring their own instruments if they
prefer that, but there will be school instruments available to students that either have not acquired their own
instrument or are not able to comfortably transport their instrument to the school. The shared digital software
(Soundtrap) that we use in class is available to all of the WSA students.
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Ultimate Frisbee

Course Philosophy:
Ultimate's 'Spirit of the Game' philosophy can have a real and profound impact on its players. Not just on the field
but away from the game as well. Our class promotes and reinforces the following interpersonal skills:
Personal responsibility, Communication, Conflict Resolution, Self and Mutual Respect, and Self Confidence.
Highly competitive play is encouraged but not at the expense of mutual respect of competitors, adherence to the
agreed-upon rules, or the basic joy of play.

What do you need to know about this course?
●

Come prepared- Water bottle, clothes you can run in, shoes you can run in

●

We play in any weather except severe winds or electrical storms

●

Come with the willingness to learn under the Spirit of the Game and the joy to play

